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Messengers  approve  record  CP  budget 


By  Mniliam  H.  Peridns  Jt. 
Edttor 


messengers  chosen  to 
freeze  die  2d06  Cooperative  Program  bud- 
get  at  die  same  level  as  2005  because  of  the 

Katrina  wrought  on 
the  August 

but  recovery  and  rebuilding  efforts 

ate  now  well  underway  and  messengers  ^H|||Hmi^^^^mHHiHIHIHHHHI^IHHIil 
apparently  felt  the  time  had  come  to  signal 

a  new  giving  goal.  NEW  OFFICERS  —  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  officers,  elected  during  the  Octet; 

_  Among  the  highlights  of  the  2007  November  1  annual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Corivention  at  Rrst  Church,  Ja 

'  '  ^  an  include  (from  left)  Second  vicedMlHMIBiBvid  Hamilton,  pastor  of  West  Heights  C 

Dlantlng  Pontotoc;  First  Vice-Resident  |oei  Medina,  pastor  of  Iglesia  inlemacional  las  Amiri 
$519,328,  Carthage;  President  Clarence  Cooper,  pa^  of  Emnianuel  Church,  Grenada;  Mk 
Secretary  Cus  Mirritt,  retired  pastor  from  Newton;  and  Assistant  Recordirw  SecrebiyJV 
the  Challenge  Weeks,  pastor  of  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Olive  Braiich.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkim  jr.) 

Igetisdie 

iven  once  the  budget  has  of  the  hK3fi|ty,  told  messengers,  "The  commit-  Messengers  applauded  Odis'  a] 

77,  messengers  approved  tee  is  oonviitoed,  horn  its  research  and  input  prevent  casinos  riom  purdiasing  t 


BAPTISTS 


Coopaaaiiea  Bmpam ,  budget 
increase  of  nearly  3.8%  in  diurch  plandnp 
funds,  from  $500,460  in  2(X)6  to  1 
and  inclusion  of  new  church  starts  in 
Mississippi  as  an  item  in 
portion  ot  the  2007  budget. 

The  Challenge  portion  of  the  budge 
amount  of  gifts Jgym  once  the  bud{ 
been  met  ror  2007,  messeiigers  sm 
die  use  of  die  Challoige  portim  to  nu 

•  Christian  Educanon:  50% 

/  •  Soudiem  Baptist  Missions:  30%  . 

•  New  Church  Starts  in  Mississippi:  20%  that  future  faduties  should  be  designed  and 

equipped  to  reach  even  more  souls  tor  Gbd'i 
Ccmfcrcnce  facility  to  relocate  porv  and  Kiiredom  growth." 

Messengers  also  votra  to  permanendy  Howevei;  Otis  said  diat  rebuilding  esti 
dose  die  convendon's  Gulfehore  Assembly  mates,  strict  new  building  codes,  ancTpost 
near  Pass  Chrisdan,  sell  the  property,  and  Katrina  insurance  rates  were  among  the 
relocate  the  conference  facility  after  it  was  factors  that  convinced  the  committee 
destroyed  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  restorir^  Gulfshore  was  unfeasible. 

Larry  Ot^  chainnan  oi  the  Gxiferenoe  "After  prayer^  ddflieration  and  analyse 

Ministry  Study  Committee  that  was  charged  of  conferaioe  minist^  needs  in  Mississipp 
with  makmg  a  recommendation  on  the  fuhire  and  the  existing  conditions  at  the  Gulfshon 


OiORAL  PRAISE  —  Members 
ci  the  Blue  Mountain  College 
Chorale  perform  November  1 
at  the  final  session  of  the  1 71  St 
annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Bwtist  Convention 
:4|^  First  Qwrdi,  Jadocxi.  Blue 


i  IMMVUlf*  OlUC 

Wburtorin  Conega  is  one  of- 
tbrato  institutions  of  higher 
feeing  affiliated  with  the 
Missisi^  Baptist 

Convention.  The  others  are 
Mississippi  College  in  Qinton 
and  William  Car^  Uniwrsity 
in  Hattiesburg.  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Rerwris  Jr.) 


V.  Wade  ruling. 


(amt'd  on  pg.  5) 


Making  our  hearts  race 


Mesaengefs  abo  decided  to 
shutter  the  convention  s 
b^ved  Gulfshore  Assembly 
near  Pass  Christian  and  sell  the 
property.  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  dealt  it  a  death  blow 
from  which  it  could  not  recover. 
In  presenting  the  report  of  the 


W  Y  Baptists.  On  die  heels  of 
celebrating  the  200di  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  incrediMe  Kingdom 
work  diat  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  in  Mississippi  since  the 
nrst  Baptist  assocMtion  was 
formed  m  what  was  then  the 
unsettled  Natdiez  Territoiy  in 
1806.  comes  die  171st  annual  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Mississippi 

I  Baptist  Convention 
last  week  in  Jackson. 

God  has  indeed 
done  great  diings 
duough  Mississippi 
Baptists.  To  Him  be  ^ 
riory!  Looking  back  on 
oiis  annual  session, 
thoe's  btde  doubt  that 
the  people  of  die 
Mississippi  Baptist 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Convention  are 
to  continue 

work  well  into  the  - 

lliamH.  future,  and  to^  a  part  of  the  con- 
tinuing  Christian  enterprise  to 
rKinS  Jr.  Mississippi  and  the 

Editor  wmld  to  Jesus. 

Ilf  diat  doesn't^  your  heart  rac¬ 
ing  like  nodiing  ose,  maybe  you'd 
better  head  to  the  emergency  room  to  be  sure 
your  ticker  is  still  working. 


art  standing  behind  Otis.  (Photo  by  William  H.  fbrkinB  Jr.) 
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the  aftermath  of  lliirriram  Katrina  to  keep  when  it  comes  to  providmg  die  financial 
the  2006  Cooperative  Program  budget  at  die  means  to  fulfill  tne  Great  Commission 
level  of  the  previous  year;  but  M^issippi  (Matt  28:18-20)  and  our  Acts  1:8  mandate. 


(Final  in  a  hoo-pari  series) 


•  1  have  observed  a  few  pro- 
daimers  who  have  comprised 
their  call  because  of  a  cowardly 
commitment  to  the  truths  <>f 
Gixl's  Word.  This  brii^  about  a 
deceitful  delivery  or  devilish 
ckxtrines.  The  ei^  result  is  a 
man  who  panders  to  the  people 
and  prostitutes  the  prodamation 
in  die  process.  When  wickedness 
enters  the  doors  of  the  church  it 


EDHOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


laptiit  Record  Advisory  Committee: 
Meek  Amis,  McCo^ 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  9|^ng$ 

Al  Green  |r..  Bay  St.  Lduis 
Rkk  Henson,  Bratvlon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  Watkins,  Madison 
Dana  Richardson,  secretary 


throu^iout  the 


Satan  himself  could  not  nave  bet¬ 
ter  allies  dian  pastors  who  refuse 
to  preach  the  truths  of  the 
Scriptures  and  ciiuich  members 
who  refuse  to  live  godb  lives. 

•  I'have  observea  a  ri^t- 
eous  remnant  in  every  church 
who  have  a  hunger  and  diirst 
me,  yet  for  experiencing  Gcxl  to  die 
'  ^  fullest.  It  is  this  group»  both 
youttt  and  olcl,  who  mil  pass 
on  the  teadiings  and  dcK- 
tiines  of  Holy  Scripture  to  the 


observations  on  each  of  die  events  of  the  church  around  •  I  have  observed  us  becom- 
pastors,  staffs,  and  churches  the  athletic  calendar  of  our  ing  a  people  who  enjoy  the 
where  my  team  and  I  have  schools  ..  or  recreational  expresaon  of  worship  without 
been  privUeged  to  present  the  departments.  We  have  surren-  etHxxmtering  the  experience  of 
claims  of  Christ.  I  am  sure  dered  to  the  god  of  sports.  We  woeship.  Noone  enioys  beauti- 
some  of  these  observations  even  close  our  churches  on  ful  choruses  more 
will  be  misunderstood;  odiers  Sunday  nights  if  it  is  a  nation-  with  the  freedom  of  style  which 
will  be  embraced.  I  wish  to  al  holiday.  Good  thing  God  diis  has  ushered  mto  our 
share  only  13  in  hopes  diey  doesn't  cancel  His  servim.  diurdies  we  must  be  careful 
will  serve  as  a  catalyst  for  •  I  have  observed  more  and  not  to  allow  our  performance  to 
your  own  reflections.  (Editor's  mc»e  churches  teaching  die  lat-  ovetahaefow  His  presence. 
note:  The  first  six  ^nts  were  est  trends  in  church  growth  •  I  have  observed  religion 
published  in  the  November  2  rather  than  the  doctrines  of  the  becoming  bis  business. 
issue  of  The  Baptist  Record.)  Scriptures.  We  have' churches  Christian  recorcRng  artists  are 

•  I  have  observed  unediigal  ^  full  of  people  who  can  cjuole  now  referred  to  as  superstars 

and  even  immoral  conduct  by  "from  die  latest  church  growdi  and  certairi  pastors  are  touted 
religious  leaders  with  little  or  guru,  but  for  the  life  of  them  as  religious  CEOs.  Relitoous 
no  remorse  on  their  part  once  di^  can  neither  recall  nor  leaders  have  evolved  nom 
their  deeds  were  maoe  public,  defend  any  of  die  doctrines  of  troublers  of  society  to  trend- 
When  Christian  leaders  become  the  Bible.  We  can  be  seeker  setters  in  society.  We  have 
legends  in  dieir  own  minds  the  friendly  and  purpose  diivea  but  religious  personalities  who 
ice  has  already  brokerc  if  we  fail  to  seek  Christ  and  find 

•  I  have  observed  the  poli-  our  purpose  in  ffim  ala 

e'eg  of  the  community  dfetat-  the  bcni^  seminars  and 
tg  the  policies  of  die  diurch,  conferences  will  only  ii 
especially  in  the  area  of  the  salvation  of  the  lost  ai 
sports.  We  now  schedule  the  disdjdining  of  the  savecL 
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pcdidcal  creeds  as  their  dieo-  reoivab  mid  aan  wide  mismle%  he 
logical  convictions.  Simple  medkow^e-BedmeomdateiHaftpr 
statements  ffom  die  BiUe  are  the  Home  andmmices.  For  more 
marketed  into  muItimiUion  iiijbniadioii,  oesH  wamjdmtnfwg 
dollar  enterprises.  am  wwnHop^fbrthel kmmjor^. 


The  Baptist  I^icoao 


Guest  Opinion: 

Observations  from 

i 

three  decades 

k _ 

By  Jerry  Drace,  evangelist 

Jackson,  Tn, 

IMB  trustees  approve  $288.9  million  budget 


ST.  LOUB  (BP)  —  Ihistees 
ol  the  Southern  Baptist 
International  Mission  Board 
(1MB)  adopted  a  $288.9  mil¬ 
lion  budget  for  2007,  appoint¬ 
ed  67  new  missionaries,  and 
heard  a  report  of  key  results 
froin  miamon  work  world¬ 
wide  duruig  dieir  Oct.  30- 
Noe.  1  meeting  in  St  Louis. 


grouro  whoe  dm  is  yet  to  be  a 
druiai,  where  these  is  yet  to  be  a 


giving  glory  to  our 


wonhipfog 

urLoiZ* 


toCM  budget  will  tefy  on  giving 
to  dds  year's  Lottie  Moon 
Chrfatmse  Ofiteing  for 
International  hfiasiona,  edrich 
Im  a  goM  of  $150  million. 

Ihe  entire  Lottie  Mdon  goal 
amount  has  been  budgeted, 
widi  $141.2  mBBon  earmarked 
far  miaaion  operating  expenses 
and  dte  reaaaming  million 
for  capital  neew  overseas. 
Remairung  budget  receipts  are 
anddpaiiea  horn  investenents, 
hunget  and  seBef  givtog  (edrich 
is  spent  ercidusivfly  for  diose 
mirnatries)  and  other  moome. 

The  myrity  of  next  year's 
protected  overseas  budget 
moae  than  $206  nuDiorv  ww  go 
to  support  more  than  5^100  mte- 
sionanes  worldwide,  who  will 


nary,  nwdical  coats  oon- 
to  liae,  and  the  dollar 
w  generally  weak  against 


vtoe  bnhg^  to  3K  die  totari  long- 
teraa  mteaiaatey  appointments 
far  Osmbined  with  470 
anticipated  new  short-term 
woiloeat  the  total  count  for  1MB 
wodBets  approved  fo  2006 
ahould  teaA  approximately  780 
by  year's  end. 

Sondtetn  Bimtist  Convention 
President  Ftwra  Page,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  liqdoca^  S.C, 
spoke  during  the  avvioe;  chal- 
lerf(ing  the  new  miaaioruates  to 


worldwide,  1MB  Aefiklent  Jerry 
Rankin  leniinded  du  naw  work- 
cm  of  die  unfintahed  mtasions 
taak  'iKouaands  of  umeeched 


groups^  attest  and  other  popula¬ 
tion  aeBinerits.  The  sqxMt  covets 
the  20l)5  edendar  year 

Ihe  boetd's  S^rOO^pkis  mis- 
siopattes  and  their  intematioiwl 
oapuBC  parmars  Dapcmci  more 
than  47^000  rww  bdtevets  last 
yea^  started  nearly  23^500 
churches  and  fngagrn  lOt  peo- 
pte  groiqis  for  OK  first  fime. 
They  afo  planted  churches 
among  19  people  groups  where 
no  Baptist  chuidies  previously 
existed  indudiM  if  with  no 
evangehed  churches  of  any  kmd. 
-  "ror  13  of  these  people 
groups,  for  die  first  time  m  their 
hisl^  diere  is  a  dniidi  repre¬ 
senting  our  Lord  and  Savior  to 
an  unreached  people  that  have 
never  heard  me  Go^id,  don't 
have  a  Bible  in  their  language 
uid  have  never  known  what 
church  looks  like,'*  said  Gordon 
Fort,  1MB 'Vice  president  for 
oversees  operations.  — 

Among  other  significant 
results  far  2006,  SowdiemBrytist 
miasionartes  arid  their  partnm 

•  engaged  a  total  of  L170 
people  groups  worldwide, 
mree^quaiteis  of  whom  are  clas¬ 
sified  by  misBion  rcaearcherB  es 
unretened  (leas  than  two  per¬ 
cent  of  the  poputetion  daianng 
evangelical  Ouistian  firidi). 

•  engaged  for  the  first  tkne 
104  people  groups  73  of  whom 

- *  -  --  -  -4-^-1  ^ - - -■ 

<R  uracKMC^  wn  «  oqbndimq 

•  engaged  120  unrenched 
urban  centers,  indnding  12  for 
the  first  time. 

•  started  23,486  churches 
and  more  than  1(V600  ‘'outreach 
noups"  (poteidial  future 
oiuiaiesl  That  brougfo  total 
partner  churches  worlowide  to 
i3S^2S2,  with  a  combirted  mem¬ 
bership  of  8B  mdlkm,  and  out¬ 
reach  groups  to  55^723. 

•  tepfiaed  475,072  new 
beltevcca,  which  is  about  UOO 
each  day  or  cme  each  mimile. 

•  involved  rwat^  SlQlOOO 
new  believers  in  chscipleship 
trairung,  in  ackfitton  to  rrwrc 
than  l.T  million  existing  church 
members  in  dfariptewtap  ctDim& 

•  trained  more  than  iSQ,(j00 
Christian  leaders  in  nontesiderv 
tial  settings  (extension  and  cor- 
respondenoe  couiaea^  short-term 
courses  and  on^hetob  training) 
■id  more  than  2Qt0db  in  rcsklen- 
tial  peslonl  piogrrns. 

•  ivorked  witif  1,772  inters 
ttetional  misBionaites  sent  exit 
by  oveiaeee  Baptist  paitnm  to 
ooier  people  gros^M  and  3^400 
home  rruSssionaries  leeching 


CMt  to  people  groups  within 
their  own  countries. 

The  sheer  number  of  lost 
pectole  with  litde  or  no  access 
mtheGotepeL  however;  contin¬ 
ues  to  we^  on  the  minds  of 
1MB  miasicxiaries  and  strate¬ 
gists.  The  mqp  between  currem 
reality  arid  a  self-sustaining 
church  movement  in  every  peo- 
(degroup  remains  huge. 

liie  workf  s  populmon  is  65 
billion  and  couriting.  Of  he 
world's  ILOOOjdus  people 
grouper  more  tnari  6^000  — 
enooenpassing  mexe  than  156  bil¬ 
lion  people —  ronain  unreeched 
with  the  Goqid  of  Jesus  Christ 
Most  of  these  peoples  have  seen 
no  churches  platded  in  their  cul¬ 
tures  within  me  last  two  years.  At 
the  end  of  2006  more  thm  650  of 
those  peopke^  with  a  combined 
population  exceeding  550  rtdl- 
Bon,  remained  unei^aged  by 
my  evangdkal  group. 

The  future 

Fort  said  he  wexiders  how 
Scxithem  Baptists  will  respond 
to  he  cxigoing  ^obal  misskxis 
challenm  as  titey  ccxitend  wih 
a  mivm  crisis  at  hcxne.  The 
exuy  kkibal  regicxi  wih  wexse 
chutoi-gtowh  statiatics  him 
poetmodem,  secnilarized 
Western  Europe,  he  reminded 
trustees,  is  the  United  States. 

^Eighty  percent  of  cxir 
churenK  in  the  [Scxithem' 
Biqitiat)  conventkxi  are  repexted 
as  plateeuect*  which  is  anoher 
woira  for  dying,  Fext  said.  "We 
are  losing  grouncL  You  know 
why  that's  a  burden  to  me? 
Because  as  cxir  (Scxithem 
Baptist]  churches  ga  so  goes  the 
intemteional  Miaaan  Bexud.  As 
exar  conventkxi  goea^  so  goes 
cxir  abilite  to  engage  a  lost 
world  with  the  Goqpd 

"We're  at  a  hinge  in  htetory 
when  we  have  an  oppextunity 
to  advance  the  Goma  into  the 
final  strormholds  or  the  enenoy. 
Setan  is  a  fierce  oppcxteiit  He  B 
opposed  to  everyning  we  stand 
foe  He  knows  hat  hB  chiys  are 
iximberecL  But  if  we'regomg  to 
CDirylete  this  task  in  his  gener- 
atkxv  we  need  a  new  work  of 
Gcxl  in  cxir  conventian." 

SBC  Preaidted  Piige  echoed 


Fort's  ooncems  in  his  reanaiks 
to  trustees,  urging  Scxithem 
Baptist  churches  to  seek  repen- 
tarioe,  oonfeasicxi,  tranafoma- 
tkxi  ancL  mcBt  of  aU,  revivaL 

"Across  his  rutfon  1  try  to 
awaken  cxir  people  to  the  fact 
hat  if  we  do  not  realise 
where  the  fi^t  is  and  how  it 
is  to  be  fou^t,  we're  going  to 
IcBe  the  batde  and  KBe  the 
ws^"  Page  said.  "Fcb  30  years 
we've  been  trying  to  raim 
baptism  rates  amcmg  ncm- 
revived  people  in  non- 
revived  churches.  I'm  addng 
across  cxir  ctonventkm  that 
God's  people  will  beg  Gcxi  to 
send  revival  to  cxir  land.... 
That's  what  we  need." 

IhBtees  paused  for  m  extend¬ 
ed  tiine  or  prayer  fev  pasanal 
and  oonvenaon-wide  lewvaL 


Preaklent's  report 

In  his  presidenrs  report, 
Itankin  hig^iliihted  his  recent 
travd  to  ScxitnKcxeai  where  he 
met  wih  pastors  and  Korean 
evangelical  missicxi  leaders  and 
spoke  to  several  thcxisand 
MDtist  seminary  students. 

•  ^It  was  absolutely  cxie  of 
the  mcMt  powerful  experi¬ 
ences  1  have  ever  hacL* 
Rankin  reflected.  "The  wor¬ 
ship,  the  passicxi,  the  focus, 
literally  hundreds  of  students 
iiuddng  commitments  to  mis- 
sicxisry  service....  When  they 
cx>me  down  the  aisle  and 
make  a  commitment,  they're 
fully  expecting  you  to  put  a 
passport  and  airane  tknt  in 
their  hand,  and  they're  exit  of 
there.  They're  putting  it  all  cm 
he  shelf  to  follow  the  Lord  to 
the  mission  field." 

In  his  interactfon  wih 
Kcxean  missiem  cxgsni«ticMia» 
which  report  sendk^  exit  BMxe 
than  13,000  miaaicxiartes, 
Rankin  found  an  eMemeas  to 
learn  abcxit  church^ilanting 
movements  and  finish  the  tarn 
of  reecteig  the  umeeched 
—  "I  don't  know  wimtalGod^ 
'  is  doing  hnx^  that,  but  I 
came  home  wm  the  xr^pies- 
akxi  hat^if  Scxithem  Bsptisls 
efon't  step  up  to  he  taak  >.He  is 
moving  k>  nilfill  his  miaakm" 
wih  or  without  U5.  Christiana. 


New  Orleans  Seminary  holds  an  insugund  service  for  Charles  Sl  Kdy 
I  ne  oeoomes  me  cignm  pRSKient  <x  me  sou  mem  oapiisc  aomnary. 


The  Scxithem  Baptist  Annuity  Bexad  convenes  in  the  Sky  Room  of  the 
Baptist  Building  in  JadcacMVB  part  of  a  tnistee  mspiied  plan  to  hold  a  board 
meeting  once  each  year  outside  the  Annuity  Bexaers  horn  office  in  Dalaa. 


M.  Thcanas  Rankin,  president  of  the  Scxithem  Baptist  Fcxeigi  MMon 
Board,  commends  Baptists  in  Missiseippi  and  acrom  the  SBC  wr  the  $35 
million  pool-war  China  relief  campetign,  which  he  says  wiD  advance 
Baptist  work  in  China  for  at  least  50  years. 
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i^igus  Chnst 

<x> 

Bequests  the 
Honor  of 
Your 
Presence 
in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  sterr  the  following  prayer 
witit  Cod  ^  ]fOur  otum  tuoriB: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(/  have  stmted.) 

2.  I  want  formveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeoom  from  eternal 
dead\.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  arnl  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  heHeve  in  Jesms.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  in|p  my  life.  From  this 
time  orc^vant  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relatkmship  with  Him.  G 
receive  Omst  as  my  Savior 
arid  Lord.) 

“But  as  many  as  rtfeioed  him, 
to  them  he  gave  me  right  to  hecome 
children  of  Cod.  even  to  those  who 
heiieoe  in  his  name.  “  (John  1:12) 

.  ..i. 

//  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  e 
local  Baptist  church Jbr  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


The  F»st  Association 

In  October  2006,  I  had  the 
wonderful  privilege  of  being 
with  the  follu  in  the  churches  ot 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Association.  Here  in  our  state 
we  have  67  associations,  but  the 
Mississippi  A.ssociation  was  the 
very  first  one.  In  October  they 
were  celebrating  their  200th 
Anniversary  as  an  association 
of  church«.  During  associa- 
tioruil  meetine  time  I  usually 
have  die  privikege  of  being  in  a 
number  of  annual  meetings, 
and  at  dtis  one  1  had  the  honor 
of  preaching  at  their  celebration 
of  200  years.  Can  vou  imagine 
the  cluster  of  churAes  down  in 
Southwest  Mississippi  getting 
together  in  1806  in  a  meeting 
that  was  the  beginning  of  asso- 
ciational  work  in  our  state? 
When  those  pioneer 
Mississippi"  Baptists  met, 
Thomas  Jefferson  was  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  and 
Mississippi  was  several  years 
away  from  becoming  a  state. 
Lewis  and  Qark  were  on  their 
expedition  to  fiiKl  a  route  to  the 
Northwest  and  arrived  at  the 
Padfic  Ocean  while  the  Baptists 
were  getting  together  to  find 
how  the  Lord  would  lead  them 
and  use  them  to  expand  His 
IGngdom  in  Mississi^i.  1  was 
truly  blessed  and  horiored  to  be 
invited  to  come  and  speak  at 
the  celebration,  and  what  a 
soul-stirring,  Ouist-honoring 
celebration  it  was. 

It  is  amazing  to  think  about 
those  "early  Baptist  saints"  and 
what  they  did  and  what  they 
put  in  frface.  WidKxit  many  of 
us  knowing  about  it,  niey 
touched  all  (X  our  lives  with : 
nificant  Kingdom  work. 


Jim  Fntral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Coiivention  Board 


wonderful  folks  in  the 
'  Mississippi  Association  200 
years  later  live  with  the  names 
of  those  early  believers  and  stal¬ 
wart  leaders  still  around  them. 
Sometimes  the  rest  of  our 
churches  and  associations  fail  to 
recognize  the  blessings  that  they 
have  passed  on  to  us.  The 
records  of  the  beginnings  of 
Mississippi  Baptist  work  are 
laced  with  the  names  of  huthfuL 
firm,  and  fervent  servants.  That 
association  had  folks  like 
Richard  Curtis  Jr.,  who  was  the 
first  Baptist  preacher  ever  to 
come  to  Mississippi,  and  Ezra 
Courtney,  and  Ouw  Hoh,  who 
was  die  best  known  by  the  folks 
of  that  day  and  time  as  "Aunt 
Chloe."  It  is  stirriiig  to  think 
about  them  and  the  scores  of 


people  who  came  to  join  with  toge^r  across  our  state, 
mem,  i  “ 


usually  meetiiw  in  rustic 
log  cabin  houses  ot  worship, 

{>reaching  the  Good  News  of 
esus  the  Savioc  and  seeking 
ways  to  extend  and  expand  the 
touch  of  the  love  of  God  to 


mey 

upon,  nurtured,  andf  enlarged 


—  » —  » - »  ^  a  a - ^ 

msusswa  nsnr  90  Hast 

Northeast 
Cruise  &  Tour 

Join  othor  Soulfwm  Bafitiats  and  your  Baptist 
CHapiain,  Pastor  Roy  MaysrSt  visitinQ  Frsnett 
Cartada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  bsaudfui  Nsar  England. 

On  Junes.  2007%tQmyourcloeeSiniioraiipQrt»dbemslby’y(Mrmn'U 
B(Mlon%  Loqm  IniMMioML  ASv  one  nipit  in  Boilon  aSi  m  incfeidKl  c% 
lour,  bo«d  yoer  S^Sr  craiM  Sis.  Holmd  Anwica  Liieli  «i  Idamdam.  Your 
(Mum  duD  ■  dMioned  to  canv  Senr  oeManaM  Sm  (Sier  Sum  in  her  cUm. 
The  iM  kkasdsm  •  one  of  Se  moel  tpadous  ahipe  at  tea  udS  Se  fneS 
MTvioe HolMd ii Mnotti lor  SMIo mrti in Bv Harbor  ISiMtaclMnRaia old 
Wiing  uime);  HaSkx  and  Sydney  in  tuealMking  Na«  Sooia,  ChartoSakam. 
Pfinoa  Edaard  Mand;  craiM  fw  Sagaaaay  Fjord;  and  vMiaa  Fiaack  Canadan 
porta,  on  So  St  Laaranca  Rivar.  of  Qaabac  Ciy  and  Moabaai  Lot  Se  toed 
ddkaeiee  inapt  pm,  (ShrantcuSaea  kpMt  year  cudba%  and  aiyoySeoooSr 
cSaala.  Slart  your  one  anak  hMoncal  molor  ooach  lour  viaSng  Miinbail  (adh 
dy  lour);  Kingilon.  NY  via  lie  Adbondack  and  CaMui  MoanMna;  Hyda  PaSi 
hMMona;  Phiada^  (u«i  c%  lour);  Near  York  C%  (a*  c%  kw);  and  baval 
akmg  Iw  Almlc  and  Coanadcul  ooaat  fuough  pjeknaagua  Rhode  MMd. 
back  lo  Boalon.  Fly  hoara  June  22.  Piicaa  alart  at  oay  S2SI8  (par  panoa, 
douUa  occupancy)  iacludkg  al  lanaa,  port  chaigaa.  Iw  motor  oaoch  lour  adS 
daitf  wghSeaing.  7  nifpli  in  koMa.  and  Iw  7  diy  dahnw  crawa.  laciadH 
foundbip  aaSra  tom  Mawplua.  TN;  Maashia.  TN;  Ou»ort(Dlow  or 
IIS.  Mwr  ainwrta  may  ba  iadwr  or  kawr.  Aak  lor 
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as  they  realized  they  could  do 
much  more  toge^r  than  they 
could  ever  do  just  on  their 
own.  Our  church^  today  must 
not  forget  arid  surely  must  not 
lose  wnat  those  early  Baptist 
builders  found  to  be  so  true. 
While  God  uses  individual, 
local  churches  in  a  magnificent 
way.  He  also  blesses  and 
expainds  His  work  as  we  join 
together  to  accomplish  tasks 
that  no  individual  diurdi  can 
do  alone.  While  1  am  blessed 
and  encouraged  and  dial- 
lenged  as  I  see Irom  a  historical 
perspective  what  the  Lord  has 
done  over  the  past  200  years, 
equally  exdting  is  what  die 
Lord  continues  to  do  throu^ 
that  first  association  and  m 
dozens  of  others  that  now  band 


Alton  Foster  is  the  missions 
director  in  Mississippi 
Association,  and  at  the  anniver¬ 
sary  celebration  he  told  his  {peo¬ 
ple,  the  diurdies  that  gathered 
ror  the  event  that  this  was  a 
everyoiw.  They  served  the  Lend  birthday  celebration  and  not  a 
Jesus  with  passion  and  joy.  funeral  occasion.  Indeed,  it  was 

In  the  early  existence  of  just  that  as  our  first  association 
those  churches  in  the  south-  m  the  state  continues  to  be  alive 
west  part  of  our  state,  they  and  well  and .  accomplishing 
-quiddy  discovefed  a  Biblical  what  die  Lord  wants  to  cany 
principle  that  they  seized  out  throu^  diem  to  honor  His 

name.  Over  a  year  ago  they 
completed  the  building  and 
furnishing  of  a  new  assoda- 
tkmal  complex.  It  is  not  just  an 
office  builaii^  it  is  a  resource 
center  and  a  beehive  of  Baptist 
activity.  There  is  no  way  that 
they  could  have  known  when 
th^  were  planning,  praying, 
raising  fuiK^  and  wonuiw  on 
diat  facility  that  thde  wouM  be 
an  immediate  need  to  help 
toudi  the  lives  of  peo|de  when 
the  greatest  natural  disaster  in 
our  histo^  came  to 
Mississippi.  When  Hurricane 


Katrina  came  they  wete  ready 
to  be  a  part  of  the  huge  network 
of  churches  and  associations 
that  would  enter  into  die 
response  to  care  for  folks  in 
nera.  They  were  prepared  and 
diey  entered  into  die  work  with 
great  zeal  and  energy. 

Just  think  about  it  from  an 
even  larger  perspective.  Those 
churches  came  together  to  fol¬ 
low  the  Lord  ana  to  unite  to 
do  His  work  wherever  needed 
and  widi  whatever  was  need¬ 
ed.  Th^  had  no  idea  in  1806 
what  they  would  be  facing, 
but  widi  unrelenting  commit¬ 
ment  to  Christ  they  nave  car¬ 
ried  on  the  work  through  a 
Civil  War  that  almost  ripped 
our  nation  into,  through  the 
dark  days  of  a  war  that  we 
called  World  War  I,  the  huge 
war  that  enveloped  the  globe 
again  that  we  called  World 
War  IL  the  Korean  Conflict, 
Vietnam,  and  to  the  present 
terrorist  conflicts  in 
Afghanistan  and  Iraq. 
Through  it  all  there  was  a 
common  denominator  of  a  fel¬ 
lowship  of  churches  in  an 
association  and  later  a  conven¬ 
tion  of  churches  diat  would 
draw  strength  from  each  other 
and  stay  focused  on  sharing  a 
Christ  who  brings  hope  when 
there  seems  to  be  none  and  a 
future  when  the  days  ahead 
seem  too  bleak. 

Our  first  association  and 
those  who  have  bonded  in 
Christ  in  the  years  that  would 
follow  did  and  continue  to 
make  a  diderence  in  our  world. 
What  a  blessing  it  was  to  share 
in  this  moment  of  reflection 
with  diem  to  see  wdiat  the  Lord 
has  done,  but  even  more  exdt¬ 
ing  is  what  the  Lord  has 
planned  for  us  in  the  days 
ahead.  It  is  a  wonderful 
reminder  for  all  of  us  who 
know  the  Lord  of  how  much 
we  need  Him  and  how  much 
we  need  each  other  even  if  at 
times  we  think  we  don't. 

What  a  lesson  to  learn,  that 
we  got  here  together  —  and  by 
the  grace  of  God  —  we  will  face 
the  future  together  in  Him. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutndO>mhcb.org. 
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Convention  (Coni' d  from  page  one) 


The  effort  to  fill  the  Memorial  with  pennies  Denver  and  former  faculty  member  at  New 
is  ongoing.  For  more  information,  visit  Orleans  Seminary,  presentea  the  Bible  Treasures 
www.mbcb.oie.  series  of  devotional. 

•  oommemution  for  Sherwood  Church  m  Sharon  Fanning^  head  women's  basketball 

Albany,  Ga.,  for  producing  the  Christian  movie,  coach  at  Mississippi  State  University  and  a  mem- 
Facmg  the  Giants.  ber  of  First  Churcn,  Starkville,  gave  her  testimo- 

Tlw  movie,  which  depicts  a  fictkmal  Christian  ny  during  the  November  1  morning  session, 
high  school  football  coach  as  he  struggles  with 

mounting  tailures  in  his  life,  contmues  to  draw  Worship 

targe  crowds  smoe  Its  Septembo- release  and  has  Providiiw 'worship  throu)^  music  were  the 

grossed  $7,217,000  at  the  box  office  Sanctuarv  Ounr  of  Emmanuel  Church,  Grenada. 

•  appreciabon  for  the  Conlerence  Ministries  Devotion  Ensemble  of  First  Church.  Gulfport; 
Study  Cfonrmuttee  fur  their  report  on  the  tuture  ot  and  Mississippi  ^nging  Churchmen. 

MBC  conference  ministries  and  Gulfshore  Leading  congr^anonal  praise  were  Barry 

•  appreoatiun  to  First  Church,  lackson,  for  Worrell,  minister  ofmusic  at  Emmanuel  Church, 

hosting  the  2006  annual  meeting  Grenada;  Ken  Nuss,  minister  of  music  at  First 

Church,  Gulfport;  and  L.  Graham  Smith,  director 
Speakers  of  church  music  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 

Chuck  Registet  pastor  of  First  Church,  Ciulfport  Convention  Board, 
delivered  the  convention  sermon.  Also  prewWig 

were  MBC  President  Garenoe  Coop^  Mississippi  A  fotid  of  1,129  messenwrs  legLstered  for  the 
Baptist  Convention  Board  Executive  Director^  2006  annual  meetir^up  lightly  from  the  1,110 
Freasuier  Jim  FutraL  and  Senior  Pastor  Fred  Luter  messengers  at  the  2005  meeting.  The  2007  annual 
of  Franklin  Avenue  Church  m  New  Orleans.  |im  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  will 
Shaddix,  senior  pastor  of  Riverside  Churdi  m  be  hria  October  30-31  at  First  Church,  lackson. 


1.  Groundbreaking,  Fteosant  HiM  Church,  Lincoln  County 


Sunday  School.  Shown 
from  left  to  right:  Downs; 
Billie  Ishee,  Sunday  School 
Director;  and  Leggett. 


1  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Lincoln  Association,  held 
a  groundbreaking  O^.  15 
for  the  construction  of 
their  17,000  square  foot 
new  building,*  which  will 
include  a  feUowship  hall, 
nurseries,  children's  class¬ 
rooms,  and  classrooms 
with  a  large  assembly 
area  for  voum.  Shown  are 
the  parhcipants. 


Psistors'  Wives  meet  in  Jackson 


2.  Park  Haven  Church, 
Laurel,  recognized  Jimmy 
Downs  and  Jim  Leggett  on 
Oct.  1  with  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  for  one  year  in 


BAPTISTS 


lAtomen  from  df  over  the  stale  enjoyed  fellowship  at  the 
fier  lb  dw  MlfoMM|l|ptist  Convention  annual  meeting. 

eome  ujjB  me  by  Tony  Martin) 


FINAUV  AfFOftOAlU  HfALTH  NEAIIH  OR  MEOKAiE  SUmEMENT 
Insurance  for  the  self  erapfoyed.  Call  InsuraiKe  Too  Expemivef  Call  E.F. 
(800)  541-8196.  Provided  by  Mega  Hullon  Insurance  today  ...  We  Can  j 
Insurance,  www.christumee-ins.com.  Help!  Toll-free  (877)  2 32-0686. 

SIMNB>  CUSSWOMQy  MC,  SEMNC  RRANSON,  MISSOURI  CONDO: 
MS  a  Al  linoe  1992.  CaM  (800)  605-2970.  STROT  LEVEL,  2  RR/2  RATH, 
DISCOUNT  RAPTISTRieS  li  SLEEPS  6.  No  smoking,  or  no  pets, 
STEEPLES.  Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  comfortable,  family  environment, 
lighting,  seating,  wall  crosses,  pew  Please  call  after  4:30  p.m.  week- 

cushions,  kringiglas,  carpet,  signs  days,  (662)  746-6702. _ 

Church  Supply  Company  of  Texas.  ORUSTIAN  LONG  DIHRNCLkf  CENTS 

t800)  726-8291. _ iiarfUr  1  *)  nrnti  in  iitUr  rinmncit-f)  tt- 

SHVrS  SRUNC  lAOCSON.  Chritlian  vwe  charge  CaH  (866)  587-«346  or 
owned  AN  home  improvemenu,  wnyl  sU-  www.lowwmM>honebiN.ooinAawldk 
in^  windows,  meui  and  shmgle  roofs.  CHURCH  PEW  UPNOLSTERV,  FREE 
pabo  coven,  screen  and  glw  rooms.  (601)  estimales.  Davis  Upholuary,  Quitman. 

992-2092,  Don  &  Riti  Sebren,  owners.  Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. _ 

CAfUNRURC  GETAWATi  2  BR/2  bath,  NORRIS  ROORMNDING  COMPANX 
full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to  park-  INC,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
way,  $65  nMe.  Call  far  information  at  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  infor- 
(iSI)  666-2175  or  (251)  689-9962  or  mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at 

pdiw>worldnet..atLneL _  (662)  455-6743. _ 

HOPPR  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  STBNWAV  PIANOc  Upright  —  model 
church  wiiKfows,  reworking  and  repair,  1 098;  ebony;  1  owner;  purchased 
Columbui/ladson,  (877)  477-1 899.  1 998;  $10,000,  (601 )  962-4906. 
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TRACE  RIDGE  RAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Ridgeiand.  Miss..  «  accepting  resumes 
tor  pa<<tor  Send  resume  n  Trace  Ridge 
BigitMi  Church.  Helen  8arber  chairper¬ 
son,  P.O.  Box  2726.  Ridgeiand.  MS 

391 58.  no  emails  please.  _  _ 

FULL-TIME  POSITION  Of 
MINISTER  m  Music  and  fouth  Must 
have  expeneiKt*  with  contemporary  - 
style  praise  and  worship  music. 
PlMse  send  resume  to  426  Pineview 
Lan6,  BrarMfon,  MS  39042.  Or  call 

(601)a24-»t04. _ 

NORTHCRBX  MERIDIAN  MISS, 
accepting  resumes  for  a  Minister  of 
youNf .  Send  to  Northciest  Baptist  Church, 
P.a  Box  3159,  Meridian.  MS  39303 
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The  Bapivt  RficxiitD 


|l  s  I  For  I  hi  l\i  c ord 


BAPTISTS 


1.  Calvuy  Chufch,  Oak 
Grove,  recognized  dittrdi 
statf  members  for  Qergy 
Appreciation  Mcmm. 
Shown  are  pastoMefif  Floyd, 
David  Ja<^,  C^rganna 
McLain,  and  Danid  Lee. 


2.  Strong  Hope  Church, 
Weaaon,  ordained  Vic 
Granger  as  deacon. 
Shown  are  David  Crowe 

'  and  Granger. 

3.  Steele  Church,  Forest, 
reoendy  honored  their  duee 
ordainra .  ministers  widt 
softs  and  a  lundv  Shown  are 
Dale  Round,  Austin  GrifEm, 
and  Reggie  Williams. 

4.  First  Churdi,  State  Line, 
recently  ordained  Ernest 
(Pete)  Qudner  as  deaom. 
Shown  are  Gardner  and 
Marilyn  Gardner. 

5.  Slayden  Church,  Lamar, 
honored  Nellie  Hurdle, 
dudmian  of  die  duirdi's 
hospitality  committee, 
with  a  surprise  trip  for  two 
to  Hawaii  during  a  recent 
committee-sponsored 

-  Hawaiian  luau.  ’ 


2.  Cro¥ve  and  Granger,  Strong  Hope  Church,  Wesson 


6.  Bethsaida  Church, 

Philadelphia,  presented  the 
Livii^  Lord's  Supper  Oct. 

-  29.  .Swwn  a<e  pj^tor  Billy 
James  as  Jesus  wadung  tl^ 
feet  of  one  of  his  disoples, 
Ralph  White.  Also  shown, 
from  left  are  Dennis 
Williams,  Kenny  Pierce,  Bob 
Smith,  and  Royce  Smidi. 

7.  Utica  Church,  Utica, 
recently  recognized  Edna 
Earl  Cessna  and  Margaret 
Harrison  with  48  years 
and  54  years  of  teaching 
Sunday  School,  respec¬ 
tively.  Shown  are  Cessna 


3.  Ordinations,  Steele  Church,  Forest 


Ross  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
pastor  David  Perry,  Rose, 
and  Ehzdb^  Ross. 


9.  Big  Level  Church,  ^ 
recendy  ordained 


4.  Deacon  Ordination, 
First  Church,  State  Line 


-r-v. 


9.  Five  couples  trom 
Wj^hominiy  Association, 
^ryigtf  on  a  mission  trip  to 

to  fmii^  out 
^  of  sheetrock 
f'Srm."  -  die  i^rmath  of 
C^jbAlna.  Shown,'  from  left 
Sfie  BcM>y  and  Charlotte 
jfi^gott,  Bobby  and  Ollie 
J^bbb,  Archie  and  Barbara 
|Hterryman,  IVw  and  Myra 
Isg^an,  and .  C^rge  and 
W  Weckv  Monroe. 

12.  First  Chnichr  Ikfiy,  recently 
jNogmaed  hdie  jones  for 
tme,  year  perfect  Sunday 
^  School  attendatKe.  Jocks  b 
l^rAown  with  John  Pace,  Jr., 
rind  Toby  Jones. 


15.  The  youdv  dukhcn,  and 
adults  ol  Sebnslopol 
dMuch,  Sabaetopol,  ool- 
leded  $1,100  in  rxe  bowb 
for  world  hutuKE.  Shown. 


WUnam  Adams,  Cunt 
Adams,  Lacey  Gilmoie, 
Evm  K61e%  IGcfcy  SascO, 
and  lyier  Gihnore. 


16.  Sj^earena  Church, 
Fphsq^  recently  ordained 
^iddy  Boyd  and  Jim 
Huhon  as  deacons.  Shown 
are  Boyd  and  Huhon. 


recojunized  John  Johnson 
>*  for  46  years  at  perfect  atten¬ 
dance  in  Sutiday  SchooL 

-  Shown  are  Meh^  Black 
and  Johnson. 

14.  First  Church,  Sand  IBU, 
emphasized  the  Margi^ 
La»ey  State  Misuon 
Offering  with  a  fellonvahip 
diimer  and  Sweet  Tooth 
„  Queen  omtest.  CcHuue.. 
Walley  was  crowrred 
queen,  and  the  churdr 
exceeded  their  offering 
goal.  Shown,  back,  are 
bthleen  Shattles,  Walley, 

-  and  Enuna  Freeman; 
front  Luke  Montalvo  aiul 
■  Maii^  Montalvo. 


miDion 
paying  off  a  15-yew  loan  m 
ei^  years.  Shoa^  horn  left 
are  Moreno  Jone^  Dennis 
Ray  Snudv  Mhch  McNdblv 
and  Rex  Yhnoey  pastor: 


i2*  raffKf  nra  uimiv  ictry 


l&  Cahrary  Church,  Waynes 
-  borow  ndd  their  annual 
great  day  of  service  Oct  2L 
with  over  90  church  mem¬ 
bers  dearrirrg  houses  cut 
and  cleaning  yards,  and 
dehvermg  meals  throu^ 
out  the  county. 

\ 

19.  First  Church,  Terry,  sur^ 
passed  its  $2000  goal  for 
ttre  Margaret  Lacf^  Stale 
Misskms  Offermg  vy  giv¬ 
ing  $2,457. 

20.  Goss  Church,  Coleuubu, 
will  be  a  droiMiff  ooint  for 


13-19.  For  more  infor- 
matkm,  call  (601)  736-9563^ 


21.  CoaMord  Church, 


have  a  bake  sale  Now.  10  at 
the  People's  Bard(.  Ripley 
8:30  am.,  arvl  a  hamburger 
and  hot  dog  fundraiser  at 
die  V^Mait  Ripley,  10 
'am.-2  pm.,  to  h^  raise 
funds  nr  a  family  life  cerUec 

22.  Benton  Church,  Bcutoai, 
will  host  a  Thanksgiving 
worship  service  Nov.  19,  5 
p.m.,  with  a  meal  at  6 
p.m.  For  information,  call 
(662)  673-970B. 


t 


For  die  "RMt  DmI* 
on  a  Churm  Bus  ... 


i01-7S»41M  ar  Ml-an-tlfi 
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NovnaaBaf, 


Bibliocipher 

BrOrnlumm.  rlu-JSM 


;  -i- 


WMi—  Uaivtttily  announced  the  wapwntN  'jl  *he 

2007  HKher  EdncatBon  Appfecutkm  t>av  —  Workinf(  (or 
Ac»d«MC  Excellence  Aw^rd  HEAOWaE)  Vlarv  S«ew«irt 
deen  and  aasociaie  peole-»»>»r  at  nursanj^  and  ‘\nMnda 
Lawlec  a  baolony  nior  finMn  Hattiestourg,  will  be  bunured 
at  the  HEAOWOlE  aiwtds  banquet  to  be  held  in  Februarv 
in  ladcion.  These  awaids  are  even  bv  *he  ^le  «it 
Mtssissqtpi  to  educnlors  and  studems  wfiii  Jetnonstrate 
excellence  m  educabon.  Seventh  rwo  -ttudeno  and  tarui*v 
fraaa  3b  MusBiKipp  public  and  private  imiv«>oaties  and 
colleges  were  honorea  in  2D0b  Estabhshed  m  ('Wb  tw  tef( 
hlitiTr  resolution,  HEADWaF  honors  individual  academ¬ 
ic  iftm  irtnt  and  dte  overall  xmmbunon  ot  the  stan* s 
public  and  pew  ale  institutions  ot  tuicher  wamuiK 


c.."  ..V'  i-''-:  *cr 


lie  hCaaMsippi  College  Scout  Teanti  is>  proud  to  announce 
that  10  studmts  have  been  selected  (o  KMn  the  student 
recruitment  team  inierviews  were  held  r«*centtv  to  select 
these  esteemed  students  who  will  serve  Mississippi 
C^dlege  and  prospective  students  throughout  their  career 
at  Mississappi  CoHene  Pictured  'left  to  o^tl:  Ba«ic  Row  — 
Amanda  Stages  Brandon.  Kelsev  Ballard.  Ridgeland 
Allison  hictkee  (hneville  La.  Shaun  Constant  Spring  Hill 
(*)a  Enn  Mio«»d  ihavneshoni  Pvrnck  Chandler 
'•outhaven  and  Bnca  Crwe  Southaven  i^nini  Row  — 
Bethanv  Bmeie*  Ri^tiiand.  Rebeex  a  smith  Wessam  and 
Car\  0^.^inn  fustaHMisa  Ala 

Hondav  xpe«ta«  «j«a>  rfie  Miasasaippi  College  Naturals 
annual  hotidac  Jmiw  diow  will  ne  pn^wnied  m  Anderstm 
Hall  .w  »he  B  C  R«»kh^>.  student  ..emet  an  »he  ..xilleg!i‘  am- 
pus  Nov  in  I*'  and  n  Oume*  starts  a*  o  Rl  p  m  with  rhe 
pertomtaiKV  oeginnoiK  prompriv  a*  '  (R*  P  m  addiiton- 
al  tnlurmation  and  'v  reserve  hekets  call  the  otfice  ot  The 
hiaturals  at  Ihtl*  >  -125-3809.  Vou  may  also  vimt 
http  //www.nn  ^o 'caaHnisliieinaturals/index.html. 
Members,  ol  the  Narurals  mdude  Front  (1  -  r)  -  Lauren 
Romerv  Laura  (hiikes,  Shera  Zimanerman,  Eliz^ieth 
wJlace.  Ian  |efcoa?  Back  row  0  -  rl  -  Km^than  NutL  Iordan 
Caraaenn,  Aaron  Ooilai;  and  Ciavtd  Parker  Not  pictured  is 
Hartev  McAtexander 


DuSci  for  all  Journeys,,,  Crest  and  Small 
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KH|  aKE  FXTXHEKHYX 
KHI  FXZMNNMPtb  PV 
NMHN  '  NLPORl  WX 
TFXKYUq  MH  LMN  HKZX 
KZPHS  KRR  ^HKEMPHN. 
WXSMHHMHS>  KE 

QITONKRXZ. 

ROUX  EAXHEO-VPOF: 
VPFEO-NXGXH 
Che  r«P 


24.  Ates.  Rocky  HiH 

23.  OnEnations,  Roundaway  Church,  DoddsvBfe 

Church,  Smith  county 

23.  Roandaway  Church, 
DoddsTille,  ordained 
Alton  and  Greg  Lassett  to 
the  ministry  Oct.  22. 
ShoKim  ate  Mton  Lassett, 
'  Lassett,  and  pastor 

BobHill. 


24.  Rocky  Hill  Church, 
Sudth  County,  presented 
Vondell  Johnson  Ates 
widi  a  certificate  of  excel¬ 
lence  for  50  years  of  ser¬ 
vice  as  church  secrer 
tary/ clerk. 


25.  Antioch  Churc^  Brandon, 
recently  ordained  Chris 
Carter  and  Tunmy  White  as 
deacons.  Shown,  left,  are 
Michelle,  Chris,  Ben,  and 
Reed  Carter;  ri^t  Timmy, 
Tish,  Kaci,  and .  John 
Thomas  White.' 


25.  Deacon  Ordhiation,  Antioch  Church,  Brandon 


Si\ii  Chwc.i^ 


New  PIcasanIdale  Church,  Philadelphia,  has 
called  Tommy  Miles  as  pastoc  who  began  ser¬ 
vice  Aug.  27.  He  aiKi  his  wife  Sheena  live  in 
Mortpn  and  have  served  in  bivocatkmal  min¬ 
istry  for  30  years. 


AUTO  •  HOME  •  CHURCH 


Hnt  Church,  Eupon,  has  called  Travis  Gray  as 
pastor  effective  Oct  15.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  comes  with  his  wife  Angela  and 
childierC  Drew,  Micah,  and  Rachel. 


I\l  \  I\  \l  vSc  Homi  C  OMIXC.s 


Beulah  Church,  Newtou  County:  RrvivaL  Nov.  12-15;  Sun., 
10c55  ajn.,  foOowed  by  meal  and  6  pjn.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  pan.; 
Kevin  Mndoc  flayer  Closet  hfinstries.  Hickory,  ^leaker; 
Tony  Massey,  speaker;  Keith  Ramage,  pastor. 


CroasToads  Church,  Pietak  RcvhraL  Nou.  12-15;  Sun.,  11 
ajn.  and  5  pon^  Mon.-Wied.,  7  P-m.;  Scott  Murphy,  speaker 
Jcffy  Puurvis,  music  Jimmie  WincOuun,  pastor. 


Jcffy  Purvis,  music  Jimmie  Windham,  pastor. 

-  Line  Creek  Church,  Morton:  Honaeconsing,  Nou,  1^  Sunday 
School  10  ajiw  wocsli^,  11  ajn..  fodduved  bv  lunch  and  ceme¬ 
tery  meeting;  ^ee  Everett  speaker  Tal  Vardanum,  music. 


musu;. 


Sonthsade  Church,  Vicksburg:  Revival,  Nov.  19-22; 
Sun..  11  a-m.,  followed  by  harvest  dinner  and  singing  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Warren  Family,  Fort  Vadl^,  Ga., 
musirand  message. 


’  Uluoa  Chapel  Church,  Shannon:  HoaMCoasing,  Nov.  19; 
worshm,  lOiJb  aam.,  followed  by  lunch  and  mlowship; 
Casey  pastor. 


80(M2>9B26 
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GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


,  ,tocls«or 


THE  VILLAGE  VIEW 


Hoiiseparent  Needed 

Hie  Baptist  Children's  Village  has  an  immediate 
opening  for  an  individual  to  minister  to  BCV  residents 
—  in  the  position  of  Houseparent. 

This  is  a  salaried  position  widi  benefits. 

To  request  an  application  or  for  more  information, 

.  please  contact  Brenda  Ulmer  at 
.  bulmer@baptistdiildrensvilkig^.com 
or  call  601-922-2242. 


Thanksgiving 
Turkeys  &  Hams 
Cake  mixes/idng 
Fro:^  pies 
Stuffing 

Cranberry  sauce 
Tea  bags 
Flour 
Sugar 


The  Baptist  the  moat  poplar 

OiBdien'a  Vniago  product  of  our  €ol- 

neirfs  13  ndlikm  lecton^  we  antki- 

Urc  Codes  from  di-  pate  making  serious 

gflde  products  to  progress  this  yean 

aapdieaininivan.  We  - 

haro  already  banked  For  a  list  of  the  ^TUglble 

about  133^000  so  we  wel-  Floducts^  you  can  email 

oane  all  the  help  you  can  give  to  ChrysteOe  lhames  at 

collect  these  UPC  Codes.  We  are  dhamesQbaptisIchildrensvillagejooni 
especially  excited  about  the  poten-  or  ad  us  at  601-922-2242. 


1  1  < 
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Family  Bible  Study 

Live  in  Light,  Not  Darkness 

Isaiah  8:18 -9:7 


ImiahpiDvkiaawc-  dixccts  the jpeoi^  to  live  in  ^  was  temporu.  The  reiffn  of 
end  instruction  in  Isaiah  light  of  God's  sovereignty.  ^K>se  who  persecute  God's 
9:1-5.  Here  he  points  to  Considerkis  the  Mtential  children  today  is  also  only 
the  need  to  look  for  God  attack  of  Aram  and  Isreal,  temporal  The  day  is  onning 
to  act  Despile  the  die-  someof  he  people  of  Judah  no  whm  the  Sovereign  God  of  the 
heartening  prospect  of  doubt  houwt  ouit  to  wait  on  universe  will  no  longer  wih- 
t  their  current  and  God  was  mlish  when  they  hold  His  judgement  of  those 

t  impending  dreum-  could  align  hemselves  with  who  oppose  Him,  therefore, 

stanoeA  God  would  act  Assyria.  Christians  and  we  must  choose  trust  Him 
sf  Siory  on  the  behalf  of  His  peo-  churches  face  this  challenge  raher  than  fear  the  current 
threat  In  pie.  The  people  of  Judah  could  today.  Will  we  choose  to  trust  circumstances, 
to  the  only  see  iwhat  was  currently  hap-  the  sovereign  Gcxl  of  creation  The  future  is  frightening  and 
reveals  peniiw  but  Isaiah  informeci  them  to  protect  us  aiKl  meet  our  disheartening  to  many.  For 
s  faith  (2  mat-God  had  a  future  plan  for  needs  or  %vill  we  trust  in  those  of  us  who  know  Christ 
;  aikl  he  them.  Here  is  a  powerful  word  worldly  wisdom?  he  future  stirs  us.  It  stirs  us  to 

sponseto  for  us  in  disheartening  times.  Theologically,  we  know  hat  trust  Gcxl  despite  he  appear- 
>  a  great  Despite  what  is  happerang  that  the  only  answers  on  living  life  ance  of  things  because  we 
al  condi-  ccxild  disccxirage  us,  God  has  hat  are  worthy  of  hearing  know  he  holds  the  future.  How 
r  it  is  use-  informed  us  that  He  has  a  bright  come  from  Gcxl.  Yet,  from  a  can  I  be  sure  of  what  he  future 
or  others  and  gloridus  future  fex  Hs  pragmatic  stance  many  chcx>se  holds?  Ihist  Gcxl!  As  he  hymn 
I  can  do.  dren.  Our  circumstanoes  and  dus  to  fmlow  the  ideologies  of  the  God  Holds  His  Future  in  His 
:  "spints"  world  are  fleeting  compared  to  world.  As  a  result  many  Hands  by  James  Rowe  and 
people  of  he  eternity  that  awaits  us.  The  Christians  and  churches  aban-  James  D.  Vaughn  so  elcxpiently 
rse  i9X  a  ’  darkness  cx  sin,  penecutioa  cxir  don  clear  Scriphu'al  instruc-  states,  'Thread  not  he  things 
oycssly  battle  wih  the  adversary,  and  tion  because  mey  don't  see  that  are  aheact  The  burdens 
19:MX  In  mexe  wUI  pass  away  akxtt  wih  themselves  as  capable  and  are  great,  he  sink^  sands.  The 
re  should  this  temporal  existence.  Luce  the  hus  unwilling  to  trust  Gcxl.  moms  hat  o'er  he  pah  are 
id  assur-  darkness  of  Judah  would  turn  to  As  Isaiah  points  out,  the  one  spreaci  Gcxl  holds  the  niture  in 
i  revealed  liiht  (verses  2-4X  the  darkness  of  we  serve  is  he  "Wonderful  His  hands." 


Ailhv 


Explore  the  Bible 

Exhibit  Your  Faith 

Hebrews  11:1-3, 6-8, 13-19, 24-26 


we  have  the  evidence  that  Gcxl  expresses  her  love  to  me  in  a 
was  faihful.  The  commcxiality  dem  aixl  less  apparent  way;  she 
among  these  heroes  of  the  iurtbdievesl  wflfbethereforher. 
faith,  rs  that  they  acted  upcxi  It  is  the  same  wih  our  rdation- 
what  Gcxl  said  wcxild  happen,  ship  wHh  GcxL  It  pleases  Hm 
They  believed  Him!  Jomua  most  vhen  He  kne^  we  trust 
mi|mt  have  thought  walking  Him.ltdemcxwtratescxirlovefor 
aiCNmd  a  wall  for  seven  dkys  Him  in  a  tangfole  way,  shows  we 
and  then  shouting  aixl  blowing  absc^utely  trust  Him,  aixl 
horns  was  a  strange  command  strengthens  cxir  rdationship. 
but  he  did  it  and  Gcxl  was  Read  Matthew  7:  7-li  aixl 
faihful.  eXu  faih  must  have  ask  if  yexj  really  believe  Gcxl 
feet  for  often  cxir  love  c^  Gcxl  is  wants  to  do  gocxl  for  you? 
best  demcMistrated  by  showii^  Where  are  you-having  trouble 
Him  unfailing  trust  of  Him  in  trusting  Gcxl?  Ask  Him  to  help 
every  area  of  cxir  lives.  your  unbelief.  E)o  you  have 

lam  an  absolute  idicX  concern-  some  "hope  deferred?"  Is 
ing  my  graiKklaughter.  I  want  dcxibt  crouching  at  your 
he  b^  tor  her  and  do  every-  doexsteps?  Remember  Gcm  is 
hing  within  my  pexver  to  proM  in  control.  He  loves  you  arxl 
her.  Mhou^  m  hugs  and  kiss-  perhaps  ycxi  need  to  just  show 
es  and  tells  me  he  loves  me,  I  feel  Him  ycxi  trust  and  love  Him  by 
hat  her  love  to  me  most  when  taking  hold  of  His  harxl  and 
She  shows  hat  walking,  by  faih,  where  ever 
i  me  to  kiss  a  He  is  leading.  He  is  there  and 
It  better  If  when  wUl  prove  feuhful!  IVust  Him! 


I  Cyiuil  Grace  He  mly  wants  he  best  ation  and  when 

for  us.  This  belief  is  mmilimm  things  dexi't  work  exit 
Throughcxit  his  study  of  called  faih!  rrmi-m  4^^  ^  want  them  we 

'  Defining  feih  it  is  fer  Ic^  feih.  Perhi^  the 

easier  than  living  it  Our  writer  hardest  times  to  exhibit  nuh  is 
b^ns  wih  a  profound  thcxight  when  hope  is  deferred!  Most  of 
faim  believes  Gcxl  created  all  us  are  gr^t  at  "faihing"  when 
things!  Our  wcxld  irxreasingly  the  unseen  becomes  i^ble  in 
believes  this  wcxkl  "just  hi^  less  han  a  wedc!  We  rejoice 
pened"  aixl  when  asked  how  we  and  praise  Gcxl  loudly  but 
>lling  anxxre  His  kix>w  Gcxl  is  the  Creator  here  is  when  His  tim^  isn't  in  syix 
people  in  the  Ark  ot  the  no  concrete  eviderxe— we  just  wih  cxirs  and  it  is  memths,  per- 
Covenant-  showing  Himself  in  know  it  by  faih.  Fex  the  haps  years,  before  we  see  cxir 
the  dbud  of  fire.  When  he  time  Christian  this  is  easy;  his  irxred-  faih  fleshed  out  we  nught 
wasrig^t  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ  iUe  wcxrld  ccxild  exuy  be  created  begin  to  dcxibt  His  will  cxr  even 
became  like  us  and  lived  by  a  Gcxl  who  loves  us  arxl  dcxibt  His  love.  It  is  then  He 
amcxig  us  until  His  sacrificial  made  this  earh  for  us  to  oBoy:  gently  teaches  that  His  mighti- 
deah  and  resurrection  cxeans,  mexmtains,  star-fiUra  est  work  is  dcxie  hrough  the  he  trusts  me. 
removed  the  curse  forever  from  night  skies  arxl  intricate  spider  waiting;  that  is  when  the  rela-  trust  by  askii 
the  livm  of  bdievers.  It  has  wm  cause  us  to  stare  in  won-  ticxiship  is'  strengthened.  Those  scialch  to  maki 
idi){ays  been  Gcxl  reaching  to  us,  deri  ^  huhaixl  Icxdng  the  col-  in  cxir  passage  today,  showed  IpicMherin 
and  exUy  wanting  hat  we  cxrs  of  ndl  often  comments,  "Gcxl  fidh.  For  some,  like  Nexh  and  exclaimed  teaii 
bedieve  iW-bdlieve  He  is  he  didn't  have  to  do  this  this  way!  Abraham,  it  was  yeara  before  leaOy  sure  ya 
one  true  Gcxl  and  befieve  hat  He  did  it  for  cxir  er^oyment!"  their  faih  became  si^t;  for  toda^,  I  woul 


Hebrews,  Gcxl's  desire  of  a  rela¬ 
tionship  wih  us  has  been 
prcxninent  in  the  text.  He  has 
gcxie  to  gmt  lengths  to  achieve 
his  first  oy  walk^  in  the  gar¬ 
den  daily  wih  Hfe  dearly  loved 
creatkm  and  after  sin  entered 
the  world,  dwel 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 

dMtopubfih  M 


^roaie  maht  artidii  conefet.  Muda  ba  usad  ff  wbmited  as  a  JITC  Ma  via  accompaniad  by  a 
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